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' Offered by#2. Oxongfor the Al gofthe TEST: _.-» 
_ relating-e#ithe" watry of. the Church; of Rome... + : 


He words of the* Teft, that belo for orthipping a ſenſcleſs piece of mattey. It "Pet. of his 
to this point , are theſe, The _ feerns he is «ot Bk hi r. ; 
vogarion or Adoration of ihe Virgin part of this charge that talls on th Po ifte,? » 286, 

- Mary » or any other. Saint, and the | was astalſe, as rhe former that falls vathe 

Sacrifice of the Maſs» as they are now uſed in Turks certainly is; for they never Wor- 


#he Church of Rome , are Superſtitions and  shipped* Mahomer , but hold him only in 
Idolazrous ; Upon which our Author fa- high Reverence, as an" Extraordinary Pro- 
{tens. this Cenſure , ,, that ſince by thisxhe pher , as the Fews 'do Moſes. It is yery like 
») Church of Rome is charged with Idolatry, that if the Turks had raken Vienna, he would 


2» WRich both forſeits mens Lives here, and have retracted that, as he has now in ef- _ 


»» their Salvation hereafter, according to the fe& done the other : for I believe he is in 
») Expreſs words of Scripture, itis adamna- the fame diſpoſition to reconcile himſelf 
» ble piece of Cruelty and Uncharitableneſs to the | 
»» are Botguilty-ofit: and uponthish .* 10 Ne VN SOT 
-toclear them of it, not only in the two his teeth, tho be Hid-b 
»» Articles mentioned in the Teft, the Wor- humble himfelf co the” z tho he 
»»Ship.of Saints , and the Sgcrifice of the him nothing bur right :* but now T rake 7 
»» Maſs, but that his Apoſogy might be com leave of the man , and will confine my. I 
pleat , he takes in, and indeed Infifts ſelf teyerely to the matter that is before me "tf 
»»Chiefly , on the Worsbip of Images , tho And: tt SR. 
»that 1s not. at all mentioned in the Teft.” 1. How guilty ſoever the Church 'of * 4 
») He brings a great many quotations out Rome'is of 1dolatry ,. yet the" Teft does not + + 
»» of the. O{d Teſtament » to shew the 1dolatry plainly afſert thax* there is SO 2 = 
Prohibited in it ,-was the WOT difference betweott WMolatrous and Tdolatry » 2 
» the Sun, Moon'and Stars, or the making as there is in Law between whats Tree-- | 
»» an Image to reſemble the Divine Effence, ſonable and what is Treafon. | The one Ims- 
2 upon which he preduces alſo ſome other ports only a Worship' that is conformable * 
,» Authorjties ; And inthis conſiſts the ſub- ro Idolarry., and that has @ tendency” to it: 
ſtance of. his Plea for, the Church of Rome. | wheras the ©other,js*rhe plaih Gn ir felt; ' 
, Bur upon, all this be ought ro have re-. there is alſo a greiggdifference , between ' 
tracted both the. Licenſe that himſelfgave what 5s now aſed"#n "that Church ,'and* the* 
ſome years ago , to Dr. Stillingflees Book Explanations that. ſome of their -Doctors* 
. Of «he Idalatry of the, Church.of Rome, and his give of that uſage.” We are tor take the 
© own. bafty afſertion in condemning both-' uſage 'of the Chitrch of Rowe from! her® ol 
Turk and Papift as guilty. of Jdolarry;, the one Publick Offices 5 and” her aurhoriſed- pres” "+ 
for worchipping « bi Impoſicy 3 ani "the other © Hices*;, 10 _ theſe have a* Confo! | "FRM 
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2» ble piece of Cruelty and Uncharitabl 


,»an Image to reſemble the Divine Effence, ſoneble and what is Treaſon. - The one Im-" 
2 upon which he preduces alſo ſome other ports only a Worship'that is conformable * 
-» Authorities; And in this. confiſts the ſub- ' ro Idolarry , -and that has a tendency tot: 
ſtance of. his Plea for. the Church of Rome. wheras the ©other.is*rhe plaſh fn ir felt; | 
, But upon, all this he ought to have re-: there is alſo a greigdifference , between ' 
tracted both” the. Licenſe that himſelfgave what 3s now nſed #n "that Church and the* 

ſome years ago , to Dr. Stillingfleees Book Explanations that. ſome of their *Doctors* 
. Of che Idulatry of the _Churchof Rome, and his' give of that. uſage.” We are tor take the ' 
* gen haſty aſſertion in condemning both-' uſage 'of the Church of Ree from her” i 
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to Idoletry, anda tendency toit, then the 


words of the Teft are juſtified, 'what ſenſe 
ſoever ſome learned men among them 
may put on theſe Offices and Prafiices, ther- 
fore the Teft may be well maintained, even 
tho we should acknowledg that the Church 
of Rome was not guilty of Idolatry. 

II, If Idolatry was a Crime punishable 
by Death under the -Old Teftament., that 
does not at all concern us : nor \does the 
Charge of 1dolatry authoriſe the people to 
' kill all Idolaters : unleſs our Author can 
prove , that we believe our: ſelves to be 
under all the Political and Judiciary Pre- 
Cepts of the Law of Moſes :- and even among 
the Fews the execution of that ſevere Law , 
belonged either to the Magiftrate , or to 
fome auchoriſed and Inſpired perſon , who 
as a Zealot might execute the Law, when 
the Magiſtrate was wanting to his duty. 
So that this was writ Invidiouſly., only as 


it ſeems to Inflame the Papiſts the more. 


agynt us. Bur the {ame Calvivift Prince, 
that has expreſſed ſo juſt an averſion to 
the repealing the Teft, hasatthe fame time 
$hewed ſo mercitull an Inclination cowards 
the Ro. Catholicks , that of all the Reproa- 
Cches in the World , one that intended to 
plead for that Religion ought to have avoi- 
ded the mentioning of Blood or Cruelty 
with the greateſt care. | 

HI. Ir is true , we cannot help belic- 
ving that Idolatry is a damnable fin, that 
' Shuts men out of the Kingdom of Heaven : 
and ifevery (in in whicha man dies without 
repentance , does it, much more this, which 
is one of the greateſt of all ſins. But yet 
afcer all, there is Mercy for Sins of Ignorance, 
upon mens general repentance ; and there- 
fore fince God alone knows the degrees of 
mens knowledge and of their Ignorance , 
and how farit 1s either Afﬀeted on the one 
hand, or Iwvincible on the other ; we do 
not take upon us to enter into Gods Se- 
crets, orto Judg of the Salvation or Dam- 
nation of particular perſons; nor muſt we 
be byatſed in our Enquiry into the nature 
ot any fin, either by a fond regard to the 
ſtate of. our Anceſtors, or by the due re- 
ſpe& that we owe to thoſe who are over 
us in Ciyil matters, In this caſe things are 


) 
what God has declared them to be : We 
can neither make them better nor worſe 
than he has made them: and weare only 
to Judge of things, leaving perſons totig 
mercitul as well as the juit and dreadful 
judgment of God. = 
IV, All the ſtir that our Author kerps 
with the examining ot the Idolatry corm- 
mitted by the Ferws, under the O14 Tefta- 


zzent, ſuppoling it were all true, will ferve. 


no more for acquitting the Church of Rome, 
than a Plea would availa. Criminal , who 
werearraigned of high Treeſon tor Coyning 
Money or for Counterfeiring thkeK ings Sea], 


in which one should ſet forth that High 


Freaſon wasthe Murdiring the King , or the 
levying war againſt him , and that therefore 
the Criminal who was guilty of neither of 
theſe two , ought fo be acquitted. 129/arry 
as well as Treaſon isa Comprehenſive No- 
tion, and has many different branches ; fo 
that tho the Worshipping the. Hoſt of 
heaven , or the Worshipping an Image as 
a reſemblance of the Divinity , may be ac- 
knowledged to be the higheft degrees ct 
Iolatry , yet many other corruptions in the 
Worskip of Gcd are juſtly reducible ro it, 
and may be termed not only Idolatrous bur 
Idelatry it ſelt., 

V. Our Saviour in his ſermon on the 
Mount tas shewed us how many fins are 
reducible to the ſecond Table of the Law, 
beſides thoſe of Murder, Adultery , &c. thar 
areexpreſly named in ir : and tho the Jews 
in that time having delivered themſelves 


entirely from the fin of Idolatry , to which - 


their Fathers wereſo prone, gave him no 
occalton of commenting on the firſt and 


ſecond Commandment, yet by the parity 


of things we may conclude, that many ſins 
are reducible to them , beſides thoſe that 
are exprefſely named. And tho we have 
not ſo compleat a Hiſtory of the 1dolatry 
of the Neighbouring Nations to Irdea, 
before the Captivity , yet we do certainly 
know what was the Idolatry of which the 
Greeks and Romans were guilty when the 
New Teſtament was writ. And tho the 
greateſt part of the New Teſtament is writ- 
ten chicfly with relation to the Fews, whoſe 
treedom trom Idolatry gayeno occaſion to 


treat. 


UMI 
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made plainer than the matter of FaQ is, We 
know likewiſe, that when the Controverſy aroſe 
concerningthe Godhead ot Jeſus Chriſt, 2thang- 
ſius and the other Fathers, made uſe of the ſame 
Argument inſt the 4rrians , who worship- 
ped him ; that they could not be excuſed from. 
the ſin of 1dolairy, in worshipping and Invoca- , 
ting him , whom they believed to be ooly a, 
Creature :- which shews, that it wasthe ſenſe of, 
the Chriſtians of that Age, that all Aas of Di-, 
vine worship , andin particular, al! Prayersthat 
were offered up to any that was not truely and 
by nature God, and the Eternal God, were ſo ma- 
ny A&s of Idolatry. So that upon the whole 
matter, it isclear , that the worshipping the true 
Ged  tnder; 2 , Gorporeal Repreſentation, and' 
the worshipping or  Invocating of Creatures,., 
tho in an Interiour degree, was taxed by the 
ftles.and by the Prumitive Church as Idola- 
tzxous. When they accuſe them for thoſe Corrup. 
tions of Divine worship , they did not conſider: 
the ſoſtning excuſes of more refined men, ſo 
much as the acts that were done, which to be 
ſure do always. carry the ſtupid Vulgar to the 
ofleſt degrees of Idolazry :- and thetetore every 
a it is ſo ſeverely torbid by God : ſince 
upon one ſtep madein the publick worship, the 


- people are ſureto make a great many more in: 


their notions of things. Thereforeit we should 
accuſe the. Church of Rome , tor all the exceſſes 
of the paſt Ages,or of the more Ignorant Na- 
zions in the preſent Age, ſuch as Spain and Por- 
pal, even this might be in ſome degree well. 
grounded ; becauſe the publick and authoriſed: 
Offices and Praftices of that Church , bas given the 
riſe to all thoſe Diſorders: and evenin this, we 
Should but Capy after the Fathers, who always 
repreſent the Pagan Idolatry not as Cicero or Plus, 
tarch had doneit , but accordingto the groſlett 
notions-and prattices of the Vulgar. ; 

. XIV. All that. our Author fays, concerning; 
the Cherubims , deſerves not an anſwer : for what 
uſe ſoeyer might be made of this, to excuie the 
Latherans , for the uſe of Images ,_ without wor- 

ipping.. them (tho after all the doing ſuch a. 
Ks upon-a Divine Command, and the doing, 
it withouta Command ,. are two very different. 
things,)- yetit cannot belong to the worship of. 
Images, lince the Iſraelites payed nqw orship to 
the Cherubims. They pay'd indeeda Divine wor* 
Ship to the Cloud of Glory, which was between 
them, and which is often inthe Old Teſtament 


. Gallid God himſelf, in all thoſe expreſſions, in 


ubims. 


vhich-bg.is ſaid to dwell between. 
which-bg.is _—_— 


But thisþging a miraculous Symb 


. 
—_ 


4 


Vine preſence, frcm. which they had anſwers in 
all extraordinary caſes, it was God himſel*, 
without any Image orRepreſentation, that was 
worshipped init, As we Chriſtians, pay our A- 
dorations to the Humane Nature of Chriſt , by ver- 
tue of that more ſublime and ineffable indwel- 
ling of the Godhead 'in' Him + in which caſe i is 
God only that we worship, in the'man Chriſt. 
Evenas the reſpe@ that we pay to a mantermi- 
nates in his mint, tho the outward expreſſions 
of. it go to the body, to which the mind is uni- 
ted. So in that unconceivable Union between the 
Divine and Humane Natures inChriſt , we adore 
the Godh:ad only,even when we worshipthe mar. 
XV. The General part of this Diſcourſe, bei 
thus ſtated, the application of it to the Church 
Rome, will be no hard matter.. 1 will not inſiſt 
much on the Article of Image Worship , becaule it 
isnot comprehended in the Tet , tho our Au- 
thor dwells longeſt onit, tolet us ſee how care- 
fully, but to how litile purpoſe he had read Dr, 
Spencers learned Book. But if one conſiders the: 
Ceremonies and Prayers with which Images, and 
particularly Croſſes, are- to" be dedicated by the 
Roman Poniifical, and the formal Adoration of 
the Croſs on Goed Fryday, and the ftrange yer-- 
fues tiat are not only believed to be in ſome 
Images by the rabble , but that are authoriſed not 
only by the Books of Devotion publickly allo- 
ved among them , but eyen by Papal Pulls and 
Indalgences, ke will be forcedto Lonfeſs, that the _ 
old notions of the Terapbim are clearly revived 
among them. This could be made outin an in- 
fibit© Induction of particulars, of which the 
Reader will find a large accountin thelearned 
Dr. Brevint's Treatiſe , entitled, Saul and Samuel at 
Ender. But T come now to the two Branches 
menti@ned in the Teff.. = 
XVI. One is the Sacrifice of the Maſs, in which 
if either our Senſes, that tell us, itis now Bread 
and Wine, or the New Teſtament in which it is cal- 
led both Bread and the fruit of the Vine, eyen af 
ter the Conſecration, or if the Opinion of the 
firſt ſeven Centuries, or if the true principles of 
Philoſophy , concurring altogether , are ſtrong e- 
nough , weare as certain as it'is poſlible for us to 
be ot any thing , tharthey are ſtill according to 
our Authors own phraſe, @ ſenceleſs piece of mat- 
ter. ' When therefore this has divine Adoration 


offered toit, whenitis called, the good God, car- 


ried about in ſolemn Proceſlions, and receives 
as publickand as humble a Veneration, as could 
be offered up to the Deity it ſelf, it it appeared 
viſibly : here the hichelt degree of Divine wor- 
$hip 15 offered up to a Creature :. nor will ſuch 


Wor- 


Worshippers, believing this to be truel the. 
Body of Chriſt, ſavethe matter, if indeeg it is, 
not ſo. This may no doubt go a a way tO 
ſfavetiemſelves, andto bring their ſin into the 
the claſs of the ſins of Ignorance : but what 
large thoughts ſoever we may have of the mer- 
cies of God to their perſons , we can have no In- 
dulgence foran A& of Divine Adoration, which 
is dire&ted to an Obje&that we are cither ſureis 
Bread, or we are {ure of nothing elſe. | 
" XVII. As forthe Invocation and Adoration of the 
B. Virgin and the Saints, I shall offer only threg, 
Claſſes of Inſtances to prove it 1do!etrous. 1. In 
the Office of the Maſs on many of the Saints deys, 
that Sacrifice, which is no other than the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, according to them, is offered up 
to the honour of the Saints, and they Pray to 
God, to accept of it thro the Saints Interceſhion, 
One would think , it were enough to offer up the 
Sacrifices of prayers and praiſes to them : but 
here is a Sacrifice, which carries inthe plain words 
of it, the moſt abſurd 7dolarry that is poſſible ; 
which, is the offering up the Creator to the ho- 
nour of a Creature, 

2, In the Prayers and Hymns that are in 
their publick Offices, there are Petitions offered 
up to the Saints, that'in the plain ſenſe of the 
words import their pardoning our fins , and 
changing our hearts. The aafl prayer to the 
Firgin goes far this way : Tu W; hoſte protege, & 
bore mortis ſuſcipe : Do thou prote&t us from our 
Enemy , and receive us in the. hour of death, 
Another goes yetfurther © Culþag noſtras ahlue , ut 
perennis ſedem ylorie, per te redemp ti, valeamus ſcan- 
dere: Wash thou away our fins, that ſo bein) 
redeemed by thee , we may aſcend up to the 
manfions of glory. Thatto the Angels 15 of the 
ſame nature, Noſtra diluant jam peccata_prieſtendo 
ſupernam C@li gloriem: May pn wash away. our 
fins, and grantus the heayenly glory. I $hall 
£0 this add two Addreſſes to two of our Englisb 
Saints; the firſt is to St. Alban , Te nunc petimas 
Patrone preco ſedule, qui es noſtra vera gloria, ſolve 
precum votis , ſervorum ſcelera: We implore thee, 
our Patron, who art our true Glory , do thou 
take away the crinfts of thy Servants, by thy 
prayers. And the &tker relates to Thomas Becket, 
whom I believe, offr'Author will not deny to 
Harebeen asgreata Rebe], as either Coligny ,'or 
bis Fattion: and'yet they pray thus to Chriſt, 
'Tu ptr Thome ſanguinem , quem prote effudit , fac 
$05 Chriſte ſcandere quo Thomas aſcendit. Do thou, 
O Chriſt, make us by the &ood of Thomas , which 
be ched for-thee , to aſcend up whetherhe has aſ- 
cended: and the Hymn upon him is that Verſe 
, Þf fhceigith Plalm , Thou baſt crowned. him ww 


. diſcovery of his"Erroys- might 


(8)... 


end Honduy, and has ſet him voer all the works of 
thy hens One would think , it were no'bold 
thing to-pronounce all this, and innumerable 
more Inftatces, which might be brought to the 
ſame purpofe, to be Idolatrous. If we are ſentby 
our Author to the .ſenſes that may be put on 
theſe words, I $sball only fay with relation to 
that, that the Teſt condemns the Devotions as 
they art uſed in the Roman Church: ſo this belongs 


* to theplain ſenſe of the words , andif itiscons 


fefſed that theſe are Idolgrroxs , as aſcribing ta 
Creatures the right of pardoning fin, and of ope-- 
nipg the Ringo of Heayen, -which are main 
parts ofthe Divine glory , then the matter of the 
Teſt is juſtified, "gy e8 

A third fort of Inſtance is in the prayer that 
comes after the Prieſt has pronounced the words 
of Abſolution , Paſſio Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, 
merita B. Marie Virginis, & omnium Sanforum , &* 
quicquid boni feceris, vel mali ſuſtinueris , (int tibi in 
remiſſionem peccatorum , augmentum gratie , & pre- 
mium vite eterne ; May the Paſſion of our 
Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, the meritsof the B. Virgin, 
and all the Saints, and all the good thou haſt 
done, or the eyil that thou haſt ſuffered, be to 
thee effeQual, forthe remiſſion of thy ſiris, the 
encreaſe of grace , and the reward of Eternal 
life. Abſolution in its true and unſophiſticated 
meaning, being the declaration made to a Pe- 
nitent of the mercys of God in Chrift, according 
tp the Goſpel, I would gladly know, whatmilder 
Cenſure is due to the mixing the merits of the- 


Virgin and the Saints, with the Paſſion of Chrift, 


in order to the obtaining this Goſpel pardon, with 
all the effeQs of it, than this ofour Teſt , thatitis 
Idolatrous. 
| 1 bave now examined the two points, in 
which our Author thought fit to make an 4po- 
logy for. the Church' of Rome ,; without deſcen- 
ding to the penny of his Pleaxmore minute< 
ly. 1 hayeuſed hinrtin this more gently - than he 
eſerves : for as I examined his 'Reaſonings ; I 
found all along both ſo much Ignorance, and 
fuch groſsdisingenuity , that ] bad ſome diffi- 
culty, to reſtrain my ſelf, from flying out” on 
wany occaſions: but I reſolved to 'piirſuc theſe 
two points, with the gravity of ftiſe'which the 
matter required , without entangling the*dif- 
courſe, with ſfagh unpleaſant dizreſſions, as the 
bore led me to. 
AndI thought itenough to free unwary Readers 
from the miſtakes into which his Book might 
lead them , without encreaſing the contempt 
belonging + Yon. Writer, who hasnow enough” 
upon him ; but T-pray, God grant him" ,QpCns 
tance and a better ns, amd ie 
JS 8 © 


